ShirdiSal Baba, The Practical Guru

Compiled from the speeches of

Sadguru Sri Nannagaru




Baba didnot possess parents. The Intellectu
may not accept this. Whyhsuld we care
them? Baba created His own body on the c
of Sri Rama Navantihe birthday of Lord Si
Rama). | dgtQcare whether you all believe
these words or not; My faith is not reliable ¢
your belief. - SadguruSriNannagaru
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Shirdi Sal Baba is worshipped Iin three forms.
Some people worsp him as Srirama, few
others adore him as Dattatreya and some
people worship him asHanuman. When |
visited Shirdi, | had a dream in which | could see
the child form of Hanuman.was thinkingwhy

IS Hanuman visible and why not Baba. Then
Baba appeared and sh "Do you want the
Utsavavigraha ie the idol used for procession
or the Mula virat ie thedol that is worshipped

In thetemple."ie., Baba referred Himself to the
utsava vigraha and refeed to Hanuman as
Mula virat thereby confirming that He is the
very embodiment of Hamman. So Baa's idol
always reminds me othild Hanuman and so |
always adore him as Hanuman.




Wfeel as if | am that which exists forever

As per life historyBaba took birth
In 1832 and left his mortal frame |
1918. People say that Baba w
born to aBrahmincouplebut grew gts
up in a Muslim familySome peopldg &
even say that He didot come out
of a Mother'swomb. But Baba never revealed
any of such deils. Rather He used to saywly
Mother states that | am born to heHowever |
don® remember takingbirth. | feel as if | am
that which exists foreveiHow can that which
remains forever(ie., in all the times and iall
the places) take birth? Nobody knew his place
of birth, his mother's namehis father's name,
whether he is aHindu or a Muslim; Nolody
knew anything about himHow can they know
when His body has been created WyOD
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w 1t {1I-WELCOME!'TQ YOU SAI BABA

Baba never differentiated on the basis of
religion, case and region. Baba alsaever
differentiatedbetween gods.

Baba sited Shirdifor the first time in 1854. But
he stayed onlydr 3 months and went back for
unknown reasons. He again came $airdiin
the year 1858Babalived inShirdifor 60 years
though Shirdiwas not his native placeBaba




used to spend mosbf histime under the trees
In forests before coming t8hirdi

Once he sat under a tree which was 30 miles
away from Shirdi Some people used to run
away takingBaba as a devil when they saw
Baba all aloneMoreover he used to & a cloth
over his head whiclme never removed except
at the time of taking bath which strengthened
their belief. At such a poinbf time when Baba
was sittingunder a tree in a nearby foresa
villager nearby Shirdi lost his horse. In his
search for the horse, he came across Baba.

He told Baba that his livelihooddepended
solely upon his ha@e which was currently
missing.Then Baba replied him that his horse
was eating grass at a partianlplace and that
he can takdiack his horselHe found his horse
exactly in the same place as padt out by
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Baba.He came backot Baba alongwith his
horse and Invited Baba to his house. Baba
promised that he would come the nextay.
Accordingly Baba went there and stayed for 2
days.A marriage was fixed at that point oime

for which Baba was invite The Bridegroom's
village was the placavhere the horse was
found andwhere Baba was invited tdag/. The
Bride's place was SHir When Baba was invited
for the marriage, Baba consented for the same.
Baba travelled t&hirdiin a bullock cart.

Before ths Baba didnot have any name or
village or parentskEwen Veda Vyasa had parents
but ShirdiSai Baba didot have parentsThere
was an ancient temple d¥ishnu inShirdi The
bullock carts of the marriage party stopped
near the temple.Baba didnot get hs name as
BABA yet. He asjust called as fakiThe priest
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of the temple saw Baba gettirdpwn from the
cart. The priesbbserved the cloth over Baba's
head, His eyedilis nose, His vegrsoft skinHis
long hands and feet, His star like shining
peacefll eyes,His Divine smile, His wonderful
Compassion, His unendind.ove for the
Humanity. Looking at all these features, the
priest appoached and called thusY'AA

SAlI BABA" which implies "WELCOME TO YC
OH SAlI BABABaba thus gbhis name. Until
then hewasonly called as a FakiNow Baba
has become world famous withhé name
which came out of thepriest. The priest
requested Baba to stay iShirdiforever. Baba
consented for the same. Babaas aware of
previous births.As His Guru'sa®adhi existed
In Shirdi, Baba settled aen in Shirdi.




The leaves of the Neem tree turned sweet

-
meant by fear. He never fearggi™af. %«
any animal or human in his entirSSesis
g R 39
life. Baba never used any blastkgass ﬁ S

Baba never knew as to what - /%a

however cold it used to beHe |
very naturallytolerated the heat
and cold. Whether it was samer or winter, he
always satunder the same Neem treeThe
leaves of that tree which were bitter turned
sweet Baba performed such miracles. He used
to talk very limitedly if anybody visdd Him in
the day tine. However in the nights, He used to
stay all aloneThe Neem tree undewrhich Baba
sat iIs now calleés Guru stananiThe place of
Guru). It is only the great forte of Shirdi that
Baba came toShirdi. Siirdi became a
pilgrimage centepnly afterthe adwent of Baba.

R
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Dhuni indicates that ultimately you are turned
Into ashes

Dhuni/Vibhuti implies the ashes generated by
burning the wood. The Dhuni ig for all the
24hrs inShirdi Baba uses the Dhuni to burn
away the tendencies that abruct the S#
Realization ofthe devotees. Through Dhuni,
Baba tried to tell us:

G 5 2 YeBoine proud of gur wealth or power
or positionor beauty.

Ultimately you are turned into ashés
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Baba's boundless Love for devotees made Him
very popular

There are map Self realized saints in India
similar to BabaBut Baba's boundless Love for
devotees made Him very popul&hen any of
the devotees expiredeven Baba went to the
burial ground, put flowers on the corpse and
cried as if any of thelevotee's relatives wuld
cry.
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Baba enacted as a spiritual aspirant

Though we dof® possess Self Knowledge, we
enact as If we possess the same. But the
greatest quality of Baba is that spiteof being
omnipresent, the indwelleand a great Jnani,
Babaenacted agf he wasa spiritual aspirant
He sang songs, did japa, cried as well as
laughed along with the  devotees.
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Baba always shared His food and never craved
for taste

The epicsstate that GOD look| 4

after his devotees in thesame| %8
- S |

manner as He looks afteHis| *==§

body. e ///,
This Is very evident in the life %
Baba. Normally saints liké
Ramana and Buddha had k S
principle that they would go out for begging
only once or twice in a day. But Baba dot
possess any such principle.

He went out for begging even for 10 timesan
day. Baba used to bng all the begged food to
the Masjid (his residence)fhere He mixed all
the varieties of food and kept it in a pote
distributed the same among the animals
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(dogs, cats etc.hat visited Him and then ate
that which was lefout after distribution.

Normally we do@ touch the food tasted by a
dog. But Baba wilingly shared his food with
the dogs. At that point of time, the devotees
stayed far awayfrom Baba. It is because they
cannot take the food tasted by dog as well as
cannot reject the food given by Baba.

Baba never craved for taste. It is not just 99%
but it is 100%tue that Baba transcended the
tonguelie., the craving for taste.
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God is My religion andsod iIsMy caste

Once a thief was brought to a Magistrater f
stealing someornaments. The thief told the
Magistrate: 'l didnot steal these ornamentsilt

Is Shirdi Sai Baba who gave me these
ornaments.”

Baba was not a hypocrite. If any rich people
gave him money, He aepted them and
distributed it among tre poor. Baba didhot
possess any bank account. Suppose He agot
donation of Rs 100@hroughaut the day, he
would not hoard the same but would distribute
it by the end of the day.

The Magistrate ordered summons to be sent to
Baba. The officials said that iBawas not an
ordinary man to be brought to the court and
hence recommendg the appointment of a
receiver(who would visit Baba representing the
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Magistrate/court). The Reaver first put the
followingquestions:

Receiver: What is your name?

Baba: Thiody is called as Sal Bab
(What name can exist for Self/God?)

Receiver: What is your Father's name |

Baba: My Father's name is Sai Babagi.
IS because Sal Baba Himself created
own body).

Receiver: What is your religion?

Baba:God is my Religion

-l

Nobody knows the caste or religion or the birth
place of Baba. N anyone asked him about
His religion, Baba used to state that He
belonged to Kabir's religion (neither Hindu nor
Muslim).
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Receiver: What is your caste?
Baba:God is my caste
Receiver: Whais your age?

Baba: | am 500 years old.( implying infinity ie
He exists forever)

Receiver: Have you given those ornaments to
the thief?

Baba: What is this distraction? What relation do
| have with this?

The Recelver left after noting down this.
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Wperform Miracles only to increase your faif

Once Baba told His devotees that,
He would leave his body arfges, S
come back after 3 dayfEr e
Accordingly Baba returned 3
3 days. Baba then saidl am i
performing miracles only t¢s

don®@constitute the ultimate goal. | am fulfilling
your desires through miracles so that one day
all of you will dsire that which | want you aib
desire (ie., liberation)." Hence Baba turned
many people towards t right path. He
created in them an imnse yearning for Self
Knowledge and thereby bestowed them with
peace.
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Why do you need 10 births? | will remove
your pain within 10 dayH)

Baba not only cared for the spiritual growth of
His devotees but also looked after their
progressin matenal life. He even cured the
diseases of His devotees.

Oncea devotee was suffering from antense
pain due to an abscess. His pain was so intense
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that he could not tolerate it anymoreHe
approached Baba and asked:"I am
experiencing this pain due to th&nsincurred
In my previous lived. must experience the fruit
of my baddeeds for it cannot be avoidetican
no more tolerate this pain. | wddask you to
remove ny pain, rather | wouldequest youto
distribute this pain for future 10 birthd. car®
tolerate so much pain in one singbarth."

Baba replied: Why do you need 10 births? | will
remove your pain within 10 days

It happened that the sweeper in the Masjid
accidentally put his leg on thabscess and the
entire puss and wans within the absess came
out. Though it was very painful initiallihe
entire pain subsided within 10 daydence
Baba enabled the devotee to experience the
pain of 10 births in 10 days.
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Baba was aware of the previous births

Once Baba told a devotee that H@mows her
since 600 years. Theedotee got confused as
her agewas merely 30 yrs. What Baba implied
here was thatHe knew all her previous births
andtheir relationshipduring that time frame.
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Baba, the Practical Guru

Baba was a practical manMany people say
that Baba never preachedut only performed
miracles. There are some Gusuwho always
keep the Gita or Brahmasutras or any other
scriptures with them and try to preach as done
In any educational institute. But Baba neither
kept any saptureswith Him nor quoted from
them. He only preached as per the situation.
Not that He completely avoided preaching.
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Guru Is aware of everythingworthwhile)

Once Baba receiveca money order of 2 Rs.
One of the devotes collected the money and
usedl It for his personal purpose. Even Baba did
not ask him abou the same. The devotee
thought that Baba is not aware of this.
However after 4 mortis the devotee came to
Baba andold:

"Baba, somebody has stolen 20
from my house." Then Baba repli
" You aresad that you lost your 20( |

.’t_‘
Rs, even | am equally sad that | | S :

my 2Rs." Until then tdevotee did
not realize that Baba is aware of his stealing the
money.

Guru is aware of everythirn{@@vorthwhile)
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Wiust wanted to see how much anger you
possess ¢

Once a devotee gave a boco”™
(1000 names of Vishnu) to Bal
and asked Him to take care of &
till he returned from the marketg
By the time the devotee retued
back, Baba gave that book
another devotee. When thg™
owner of the book returned baciy
and found that his book has been given to
someoneelse, he bursbut saying: "Baba, how
can you give my book to someone else?".

Then Baba said: " Not that thether devotee
cannot purchase¢he book;l just wanted to see
how much anger you possess
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Baba asked for moay only to get rid of the
devotee's miserliness

When a devotee possessed 100 Rs and anothe
devotee possesed 5 Rs, Baba used to ask the
devotee possessing 5 Rs to give him money anc
not the devotee possessing 100Rs.fatt Baba
used to tell aloudthe amount of money that
was In the pocket of the devotee and
demanded money from himl'he reason being,
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Baba recogned the devote to be a miser and
wanted to teach him the art of giving. Baba
used to distribute sch money to the needy
people. Baba aske money only from those
devotees who wes very rich but hoarded
money. Baba used to know the amount that
devotee possessed In his pocketnd
accordingly asked him themoney. He did this
only to get rid of the devotee's miserliness. In
fact Baba is an emper. Babais placed on a
throne and adored with a crown as an emperor.

Not only now, even when He was alive,
devotees adored Him with a craw Still Baba
asked formoney onlyto get rid of the devotee's
miserliness.
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If you possess enmity, it will continum future
births

One may critick others but one should not
have emmity. If one possesses enmity, it will
continue even for future births

Once when Baba was smoking hookah, a
devotee came running to Baba and said:" | saw
a snake trying to eat &og but is unable to
swallow it completely." Babanmediatelywent
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to that place and called the snake and frog by
their names In previous births(ie Veea
Bhadrappa and Sarapasappaspectively).

Baba said: How long will you continue this
enmity? Yourenmity has been existing since
last 3 births and this is the fourth oneDon®@
you want GOD? Dd you want a human
body?'

The snake then left thirog and fell into nearby
water and the frog disappeared into tHerest.
Therefore Baba said’5 2 Y Q0 ssLéfniya S
with anyone even if you have a genuine reason.
If you dewlop emmity, your mind will get
extroverted."
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WVait, it Is waiting for its sistef)

When the devotees were trying to move a
lizard (which was not moving from its p&éor

a longtime,) Baba said: Walt, it is waiting for

its sister” Within a short period of timea
devotee brought some vegetables for Baba and
a lizard came auwof the basket and ran towards
the other lizard. Then both the lizards left that
place.

29




What Piqg Is eating the filth and you are eating
that devotee's filthQ

Once a devotee started talking about the
negative aspects of another devotee.

Then Baba showed him a pig eating the filth
and said, That Pig is eating the filth and you
are eding that devotee's filtd’
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Wre you a right person to get a right Gur(y?

Once someonasksBaba: T am unable to find
a right guru for myself." Baba then replied:

"Are you a right perséhEveryone wants their
Guru to be great but never realizleat even the
disciple needs to be great to attain such Guru."
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What is the effort that you made to attain my
feet?Q

to you if your feet remain withir® i
water?" Then Baba replied:

OWhat is the effort that you made to attain my
feet?' This increased the devotee's yearning for
Baba. When the devotee's yearning raised
Baba took out his feet fronthe water which
enabled the devotee to worship Baba. It implies
that you cannot attain the feet oBaba even if
they are very near to you until and unless you
pOssess devotion.
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W new leader Is about to conte

Babawas a true monk. He ws
beyond religion/politicgsociety
/caste. He was Sadguru, Samartj
Sadguru and Parama Gurul.

Tilakwas a great patriot who sai¢ B
"Swaraj is my bih right and | will & S8~
have it." Tilak spent most of his life In jal| He
was also a great Matimeatician, a Sanskrit
scholar, agreat witer and a great orator. Tilak
was brought to Baba ithe year 1917 by some
of his friends. When Tilak was introduced to
Baba, Baba saidTllak is doing a good work.
But his tme is fast approaching. However
new leader is about to comfeAccordimgly Tlak
expired In the year1920 as per Baba's
prediction and Gandhiji took overthe
leadership after Tilak.
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\Baba Is going to get liberat<€d H

Once Baba ran acroséa streets of Shirdi
shouting: dBaba is going to get liberatéd

Exactly oe year from that day Baba left his
mortal frame.
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